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Find your roots

Unexpected connections: Michelle Obama, John Dillinger,
Catholic saints. Stories and surprises await those who trace
their family history. By Peter Barnes

ince the 1980s, Allen McClain  says. Soon, a trip to the library to hunt down

has followed a paper trail back the census records of his ancestors who ap-
in time, as his family’s narrative = peared in the pictures evolved into a lifelong |
unwinds and connects him to curiosity about his heritage. |

people on both sides of the Civil Charting a family tree and gathering bits
War and across the Atlantic. “As akid, Iwas  of family lore and history along the way
just fascinated with some old photographs has never been easier, as a wealth of online
my mother had in the living room,” McClain ~ resources have made genealogy a very
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